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not satisfied with the purpose for which they
were organised and wished to lay their hands
upon the political machinery for their advantage.
Even State servants formed unions which did
not shrink from striking, and thereby paralysing
the national life,

Potent as the labour-unions are, they represent
only one-sixteenth of industrial labourers, and
the Confederation gMrale du travail, the most
militant body, constitute only 5 per cent of the
whole, and only a minority of the members of
this organisation is revolutionary.1 At the same
time it must be remembered that, if the nation
approves trades-unions, it condemns emphati-
cally the dictatorial aspirations of some groups
and the tyranny of others. Strong in their own
sphere, they will arouse the whole nation against
them as soon as they attempt to go beyond.
Again, great organisations will be a check upon
one another, and will do for freedom what
denominations have accomplished in Protestant
countries for religious liberty* With all the re-
strictions and tyranny which they have exer-
cised, the individual toiler has a better chance in
the struggle of life; and notwithstanding the des-
potism of numbers, individuals have not been
prevented from rising. Never had the country

*Le SUck, Oct. 13, 1908; Le Temps, June 29, 1909.